Siege of Burgos

he is writing on September yth, " and I hope before Christmas,
if affairs turn out as they ought, and Boney requires all the
reinforcements in the North, to have all the gentlemen safe
on the other side of the Ebro." *

But arrived before Burgos, the prospect appeared less rosy :
" We invested this place yesterday ", he wrote on September
20th, " and took by storm last night the horn work, which
commands the greatest part of the works of the castle. I
doubt however that I have means to take the castle which is
very strong/*2

" We are not going on in a very satisfactory way here," he
writes a few days later to Marshal Beresford, " however, if we
are lucky in the next two days I think I shall take the place." s

But he was not lucky, and troubles were gathering thickly
round him. Apart from the ever-present scarcity of money,
ammunition was now running short, and he had not sufficient
artillery.

" I do not know what to say of this d - d place ",* he
is writing Beresford a few days later. He was getting a
little irritable now, ". . . the daily disappointments, and the
unfavourable morning reports of the results of our opera-
tions . . .", says McGrigor, "made his lordship fretful.
This all felt who came into contact with him." 5

It was, perhaps, hardly the moment to choose to introduce
new-fangled ideas to the Commander-in-ChiePs notice, and
an officer of Marines sent to Headquarters to demonstrate
a new form of bayonet exercise which was to make * one
British Soldier equal to twelve French', received scant
encouragement, ". . . and after Lord W, had looked and
listened with some impatience, he gave his orders for the
day to the Adjutant-General, mounted his horse, and galloped
to the trenches."6

And now a personal grief was added to his troubles, for

1 Dispatches^ VoL IX, p. 394.                      * Ibid^ p*
3 Ibid., p. 446.            4 Tffii, p. 466*           6 McGHgw, p.
6 Supp* Despatches, VoL VII \ p. 443.
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